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AnNOTATing APPROVAL OF OUTSIDE POSITION 

Many federal departments and agencies require their employees to obtain approval to engage in nonfederal 
activities.  The requirements vary from agency to agency.  For example, Department of Defense employees who 
are required to file a financial disclosure report (OGE Forms 450 or 278e), other than a special Government 
employee, must obtain approval from their agency designee before engaging in a business activity or 
compensated outside employment with a prohibited source. 5 CFR § 3601.106(a)

FDM now provides reviewing supervisors the opportunity to annotate on an employee’s OGE 450 that approval for 
a reported outside position was provided IAW their department’s regulations or policies.  The DoD supplemental 
ethics regulation, applicable to all filers in DoD’s components, departments, and agencies, require that approvals 
for outside activities or positions be annotated on the employee’s OGE 450. 5 CFR §3601.106(b).

Reviewing supervisors at all agencies using FDM will be able to indicate that an OGE 450 filer has the required 
approval for a business activity or outside employment listed on the employee’s report (Figures 1 and 2).

Then click the button 
"Choose Parent Asset."

Figure 1.  Supervisory Approval for Business Activity or Outside Employment.
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Annotating Approval of Outside Position 2

FDM will not flag a report or prevent a supervisor from esigning the report if they do not use this functionality 
by checking the block.  The annotation may be a regulatory requirement for DoD and other agencies, but FDM 
does not force supervisors to make the annotation.

Reviewing supervisors may wish to consult their ethics advisor for their agency’s specific requirements on 
approving and documenting an employee’s business activity or compensated outside employment with a 
nonfederal entity.

Figure 2. Comments View with Add Report Comment Block
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